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with Disabilities Act. Patrons needing reasonable  

accommodation to enjoy programs should contact  
Common Ground on the Hill in advance at  
410-857-2771 so that we can assist you.
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Common Ground on the Hill

Common Ground on the Hill is a roots-based, 
traditional arts, non-profit organization housed on the 
campus of McDaniel College in Westminster, Maryland. 
Founded in 1994, we are a multicultural community 
of musicians, artists, writers, lecturers, actors, dancers 
and filmmakers, teaching skills to students of all ages 
and to one another. By way of the arts, we foster and 
facilitate dialogue among different cultures in order to 
discover that our artistic common ground unites us. 
We endeavor to improve our communities, our world 
and ourselves as we meet, share and celebrate our 
traditional arts and cultures on “common ground.” As 
a result, our world can become a more humane place.

Achievements 2010
Increased Workshops
In 2009 Common Ground on the Hill offered a total of 206 
workshops in the areas of visual arts, traditional musical 
instruments, band workshops, singing, dance, percussion, 
songwriting, recording, listening, literary arts, film, lecture and 
human arts. This year, 2010, our curriculum increased to a total 
of more than 250 workshops. The areas with the most growth have 
been the visual arts, dance and percussion.

Increased Enrollment
841 students participated in Traditions Weeks I & II. Enrollment 
reflects a continued healthy balance of commuter and residential 
students. Among those participating were 93 public school teachers 
from Carroll County and 239 low-income inner city youth.

Scholarships
As always, Common Ground on the Hill offered scholarships to 
students with financial need, understanding this to be at the core of 
our mission. 150 scholarships were awarded to well over one fourth 
of our fully enrolled student population. This robust scholarship 
program is supported by the generosity of private individual 
donations and grant awards from a variety of foundations.

Summer Academic Enrichment Program
Common Ground on the Hill played a vital role in a partnership 
with the College Success Foundation - District of Columbia and 
McDaniel College during the summer of 2010, offering a Summer 
Academic Enrichment Program to 239 low-income students from 
southeastern Washington, DC. High school rising seniors needing 
extra help in transitioning to college, these students participated 
in various Common Ground general as well as unique classes, 
taking a wide variety of offerings from the Urban Folk Workshop 
to African Dance & Drumming to the Common Ground Gospel 
Choir and Orchestra. As has been widely acknowledged, outcomes 
in language, math and science are greatly enhanced when the 
arts are included in student curriculums. We are excited to report 
that this groundbreaking program returns to us for two weeks in 
July 2011, with a total of 275 students, increasing enrollment by 
35 students, all of whom will receive Common Ground on the Hill 
instruction on their way to college careers.

« 2011 »
Calendar of Events
The Deer Creek Fiddler’s Convention

Presented by Common Ground on the Hill
Saturday, June 11, 2011

Carroll County Farm Museum, Westminster, MD

Traditions Weeks
Week I: July 3 – 9

Week II: July 10 –15
McDaniel College Campus, Westminster, MD

Common Ground on the Hill Festival
July 9 & 10

Carroll County Farm Museum, Westminster, MD

Roots Concert Series
Presented by Common Ground on the Hill

Monthly, October – April
Carroll County Arts Center, Westminster, MD

Common Ground on the Hill
2 College Hill, Westminster, MD 21157

410-857-2771 cground@qis.net
Tickets & Registration: cgothregistrar@yahoo.com

www.commongroundonthehill.org

“Every class I took was so well done, by 
instructors with such expertise and with such 
interest in their students. I am taking away 
many, many valuable things that I will be 
able to begin to pass on. Thank you CGOTH!!!”

“I can’t believe you’ve been in my backyard for 
years and I am just coming for the first time. 
What an amazing creative and collaborative 
gathering. I can’t wait to come back and will 
spread the word far and wide. Thank you.”

“Met so many nice people and truly felt on 
common ground with some of the most 
talented people I have ever met.”

“I thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated this 
week. It was a personal high for me. Overall 
this is a friendly and uplifting and thought 
provoking program. CGOTH is the best thing 
since the Newport Folk Festival of the 1960’s.”

What theyre saying
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Common Ground on the Hill is…
Summer Traditions Weeks

Common Ground on the Hill offers two separate weeks of classes, performances and activities during 
July on the picturesque campus of McDaniel College. Courses are taught by world-renowned artists who 
provide exhilarating, hands-on learning experiences. Students of all ages and experience levels attend 
Common Ground on the Hill with the option of taking classes for undergraduate and 
graduate credit. Traditions Weeks feature more than two hundred classes in instrumental 
music, the visual arts, musical ensemble workshops, singing, dancing, songwriting, 
recording, broadcasting, listening, spoken word and literary arts, film, and human arts 
such as yoga and polarity therapy. Traditions Weeks features courses from the Zepp Center 

for Nonviolence and Peace Education, a Distinctive Lecture Series, “World Village”— a program for youth 
ages 6-12, and a myriad of evening concerts, dances, lectures and other events featuring Common Ground 
instructors. The works of visual arts instructors are featured in the Rice Gallery. Art exhibits and all evening 
events are open to Common Ground students and the general public.

Common Ground on the Hill Festival
The Common Ground on the Hill Festival is held at the nearby historic Carroll County 
Farm Museum on the weekend between Traditions Weeks I and II. This two-day event 
features Traditions Weeks musicians and artists, as well as festival headliners who 
have included Pete Seeger, Odetta, Doc Watson, Jean Ritchie, Richie 
Havens, Tom Paxton, The Fairfield Four, Hot Tuna, Roger McGuinn, 
Arlo Guthrie, Ramblin’ Jack Elliott, Etta Baker, Tom Chapin, The 

Nashville Bluegrass Band, Ralph Stanley, Kathy Mattea and many others. The Maryland Board of Tourism has 
selected the festival as one of five top tourism events in the state. Four stages of live music, arts, crafts and food 
vendors, and children’s activities make the festival appropriate for all ages. Festival hours are 10 am – 9 pm on 
Saturday, and 10 am – 6 pm on Sunday.

Roots Music Concert Series
October through April, Common Ground on the Hill produces a popular monthly evening concert series at the Carroll 
Arts Center in Westminster, MD. Concerts feature both national and international, traditional roots-based artists.

Deer Creek Fiddlers Convention
Common Ground on the Hill proudly assumes production of this venerable Maryland 
event, soon to celebrate its 40th anniversary. Held at the Carroll County Farm Museum, 
the Convention features bluegrass, old-time, Celtic music, and dance competitions with cash prizes offered. 
Attendees enjoy lots of shade tree jamming and an evening concert featuring a national act. Food and crafts are 
featured in this one-day family friendly event.

Many Thanks To our Generous Donors

Pillars ($5000+)
Maryland State Arts Council
George Perkins *
Tim Porter

Champions ($1000+)
Susan Bollinger *
Carroll Arts Center
Stephen H. Davis
Don & Ellen Elmes
Walter M. Michael*
Robb & Elizabeth Tyler Foundation
Nelson & Kathy Widell
Pam Zappardino

Mentors ($500 +)
Jim Bienemann
Jack & Connie Hume*
Maggie Ellithorpe Macpherson*
Kathy Mangan & John Willis*
Carl & Jeanean Martin*
Shura Wallin & Richard Ramirez
Bill & Dottie Troxler
Ralph Wilson
Tim & Karen Scully

Advocates ($250 +)
Richard Anderson
Philip & Danielle Becker
Debbie & Randy Cohen
Charlie Collyer
Coyote Graphics
Barbara Thomas & Tom Gasparini
Meosotis Curtis & Jeff Deschamps
Geordie & Mary Mitchell
David Morris
Jo & Wayne Morrison
Gordon Shelton
Peter Silvia
Amy Wilds
Lansing & Sue Caswell Williams
Splinter & Sue Yingling

Friends ($100 +)
James & Patricia Atherton
Charlie Bean
Danielle Becker*
Tim & Judi Braggins
Robin Dennis
Don & Bobbie Gallagher
Edward Goldman
James Hammond
Ann Huessener
Katherine Lautar
Barbara LeBrun*
Carl Martin, Jr.*
Michael Strategic Analysis
Charles & Carol Moore
B. Morrison
Thomas Murray
Barbara Neel
Fran Nyce
Barbara Olsh
Sarah Pearre
Sue & Vic Ribaudo
Becky Ross
Marjorie Ross*
Matthew & Carolyn Rubin
G. Michael Schlee
Jules Schneider
Michael and Catherine Shultz
Patrick O’Neall & Eleanor Simon
St. Pauls UCC, Second Sunday’s at 

Don’s Place
Anne & Stewart Stack
Bruce & Sherri Wahlgren
John Walther *
Joan & James Winship
Randy & Nancy Wolfinger

Partners ($25 +)
Ruth Bair
Charlie Abbousie
William and Dorothy Achor
James Andrew
Jeffrey & Catherine Barron
Janet Brennan
Larry Brumfield
Alison Cassidy*
David & Elizabeth Champney
Christopher Childs
Karen Clark-Stone
Doug Dancis
Russell & Beatrice Dick
Denise Diegel *
Mary Dollar
Sonia Friedman
Gregory Gilleland
Mark  Giuliano
Diana  Greene
J.S. Hanlon
Joseph Hickerson
Norman & Patricia Hogeland
Pamela Holmes
Susan & Arthur Horowitz
Cristina Huertas
D. Johnson-Ross
Betty Jones
Sharon Kennedy
Brian & Lynda Lockard
Susan Luborsky
Tali Stopak & Robert Mathis
Stephen McCardle
Mark & Wanda Meinschein

Diane Middleton
Jeffrey & Deborah Miller
Judith Milliken
James Mink
Heidi Most
Marisa Myers
Tim O’Brien
Priscilla Ord
Edward & Marge Poling
Evelyn Purdum
Ann & Gary Rader
Catherine Reese
Mark Schatz
Robert & Carolyn Scott
Dana Semmes
Beth Sergott
Jonathan Shacat
Gary & Jane Shapiro
Susan Shatzer
Kathe & Al Simons
Sandra Roeder Singer
Charlie & Tracy Strunk
John Van Horn
Byron Williams
Daniel Williams

Donors
Rod MacDonald

Rita Sollod

* Special Scholarship, Honoraria and Memorial Donations

Juanita Brown Michael Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Walter M. Michael
Marjorie Ross

Pascual and Beatrice Songco 
Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Carl & Jeanean Martin
Carl S. Martin, Jr.
John Walther

Marcia’s Kids Memorial Scholarship 
Fund in Memory of Chris Kirsch

Alison Cassidy

In Honor of Ira G. Jr. and Mary Zepp.
Susan Bollinger
Betty Jones
George Perkins

In Honor of Pebble Willis
Kathy Mangan & John Willis

In Honor of Charlie Diegel
Denise Diegel

In Memory of Al Plempel
Barbara LeBrun

Second Sunday’s at Don’s Place
Jo & Wayne Morrison

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Jack & Connie Hume

Black & Decker Matching  
Gift Program

Danielle Becker

Common Ground on the Hill is supported by 

Maryland State Arts Council (MSAC)
Carroll County Arts Council
The Carroll County Times
WAMU/Bluegrass Country

McDaniel College
Carroll County Office of Tourism

Carroll County Farm Museum
Hot August Blues

Eastman Strings
David’s Dulcimers

Bederson & Company, LLP.
Michael Strategic Analysis

The Boston Inn
Dutch Comer Restaurant

Coyote Graphics
Kiwanis Club of Westminster “The work you do, the awareness you raise, the 

art that is presented is so important. Thank 
you for all that goes into Common Ground.”


